It is a pleasure to begin this issue of Soundings with a discussion of Eliza Slavet's Racial Fever . I read Slavet's work on the recommendation of a colleague; he thought her engagement with Freud's Moses raised many interesting questions for the study of religion, and more generally for discussions of values in contemporary society. My colleague was right. In Slavet's hands, Freud's rather strange and controversial treatise touches on a number of issues in the history of religion, the historical and philosophical background of psychoanalysis, biological and cultural evolution-and above all, the notion of cultural or racial identity. As the comments by Weisenfeld, Jackson, Anidjar, and Rosenstock indicate, that notion is self-evident. I hope their reviews, coupled with Slavet's response will pique the interest of readers of Soundings , and thus foster some examination of the issues raised.
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